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To all of our friends in Tanazania
First and foremost, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself in a way which encompasses the true values of this exciting project.  My name is Ian Johnson and I am the Headteacher at Markeaton Primary School.  I have been Headteacher for almost four years now and I can say, with absolutely no hesitancy, that they have been the best four years of my career.  Markeaton is an established and well respected school, not only in the local community but in the city of Derby; with a history dating back over 100 years.  It is filled with dedicated and talented staff and wonderful children who are a pleasure to teach.  Our participation in the Connecting Classrooms endeavour is something we have all been looking forward to and I am confident it will signal the beginning of a special partnership between our schools.

We have embarked upon some really exciting changes since 2016 and I am proud to say that our recent Ofsted inspection (the organisation who inspect all schools in England) were particularly complimentary about the quality of teaching, our commitment towards making all pupils feel included and how safe and happy we make the children feel.  We were delighted that these strengths were identified, among many others.  One area of the curriculum we are very proud of is Reading.  There is a real love of reading in school and the children are fortunate enough to have two libraries to visit.  Our staff also love reading and they read to the class every day.  This helps to promote their enthusiasm and is a fun part of the timetable – I try to get into classrooms and read to the children whenever I can.  Growth Mindset, something we have developed over time, is something else we feel plays a huge part in the children’s learning.  It focuses on the importance of resilience and how to learn from failure – we all do that at some part in our lives don’t we!  I am curious, which key qualities do you want your children to have by the time they leave school?  Patience, compassion, determination?  Or others?  Is this part of your school’s vision or do you feel it varies from one year to the next?
On a personal level, I am married with two children.  My wife is called Angela and we have been husband and wife for a little over ten years.  My son Henry is six and my daughter Arabella is almost one.  We have lived in Derbyshire for four years and we are surrounded by many members of Angela’s family; with my own just up the road in Manchester.  I am a huge Manchester United fan, though admitting to that at this stage in a rather fragile period of their existence is difficult!  I am optimistic our season will improve but we will have to wait and see.

If I may, a few other questions I would like to ask:

· What are your favourite parts of the job as Headteacher?

· What are your biggest challenges?

· How do you expect the parents to support their children whilst they are at your school?

I will probably have a lot more questions when you come over to the UK!  For now though, I just want to say again, thank you for hosting Hayley, Sam and Rachel and being part of this exciting project – something that will, I am sure, be the opportunity of a lifetime.
With best wishes,

Ian Johnson

